
PACK YOUR BAGS
People at the center of the world’s most vibrant design 

destinations tell us why their city should be on  
your itinerary. Plus, we select the best-designed travel 

accessories to take with you when you go.

PHOTO BY | @PIPPA_DRUMMOND

Pippa Drummond 
TEXT BY

Mikki Brammer

Travel incognito, but not unnoticed, in “Paula” sunglasses from Loewe. 
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You need only look up at the 
skyline to understand why 
Chicago is one of the United 
States’ most important design 
cities. The Chicago Architecture 
Biennial—the third iteration  
of which runs September 19‚ 
2019‚ to January 5‚ 2020—has 
elevated that reputation even 
further. Titled …and other such 
stories‚ this year’s edition  
takes a hard look at how the 
built environment affects  
communities, with sections 
dedicated to ecology, memory, 
activism, and other social and 
political forces.

 Yesomi Umolu, the show’s artis-
tic director and a curator at the 
University of Chicago, is particu-
larly excited about the residencies 
the biennial has fostered on the 
south and west sides of the city. 
“I’m looking forward to inviting 
visitors to reflect on their everyday 
experiences with the city,” she says.  
 HER PERFECT DAY IN 
CHICAGO... A resident of Hyde 
Park‚ Umolu picks up her morning 
coffee (and something sweet)  
at Fabiana’s Bakery, a short stroll 
from Promontory Point on the 
lakefront‚ where you’ll find a stun-
ning view of the city’s skyline.  

Chicago

CHICAGO IN 
THREE CHAIRS

DESIGN DESTINATIONS
PHOTO BY | @LUCYHEWETT
LUCY HEWETT  

WRONG CHAIRS

The design duo that 
goes by Norman Kelley 
based their Wrong 
series on drawings of 
classic Windsor chairs, 
which they decon-
structed and recom-
bined. The results  
are deeply intriguing‚ 
even if they are  
technically‚ well‚ wrong.  

CHICAGO CHAIR

Chicago architecture 
firm Krueck + Sexton 
created these sharp-
edged chairs—made 
from mirrored steel‚ 
brass‚ and metallic 
golden leather—for one 
residence in the 1990s‚ 
 but they embody the 
bravura of the city’s 
whole skyline.

ROBIE 1 CHAIR 

Frank Lloyd Wright 
designed this dining 
chair for the famed 
Robie House in Hyde 
Park and later used  
it in his Prairie Houses. 
The high back with 
vertical struts was 
intended to create a 
sense of intimacy 
around the dinner table.

For lunch‚ Umolu recommends 
taking your taste buds on a  
trip while surrounded by sleek 
South American hardwoods at 
Peruvian restaurant Tanta in River 
North. She indulges her penchant 
for well-crafted home goods at 
Sprout Home Kitchen and Table in 
West Town. And for some inspira-
tion‚ she insists on a visit to the 
Chicago Cultural Center and the 
Kerry James Marshall mural on its 
facade. “The building itself is an 
architectural gem‚ incredibly ornate 
and eclectic‚” Umolu says. “It’s 
truly a space that welcomes  
a diverse collection of people.”

Artistic director of this year’s Chicago Architecture Biennial,  
Yesomi Umolu is at the center of an energized design capital.
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TRAVEL ESSENTIALS

5 SPF 30 SUNSCREEN LOTION, Salt & Stone

6  “GEORGE” MINI WASH KIT, Moore & Giles

7   “HAGEN” BACKPACK, Tumi

8   “D-LUX 7” CAMERA, Leica1
5

2

6

3

7

4

8

1  “ACE” FANNY PACK, Dagne Dover

2 DELUXE LUGGAGE TAG, Leatherology

3   “ONESTEP 2” CAMERA, Polaroid

4  POLYCARBONATE CARRY-ON, Arlo Skye

PHOTOS BY | @PIPPA_DRUMMOND
PIPPA DRUMMOND
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Built on a heritage of crafts  
such as weaving and pottery‚ 
Oaxaca‚ Mexico‚ could easily  
be considered a land of well-
made tchotchkes. But its  
community of young designers  
is finding ways to keep the 
region’s long-established arts 
alive—and also give them con-
temporary relevance. 
 One of them is Dominican-
born Javier Reyes‚ who moved to 
Oaxaca three years ago and 
began working directly with local 
craftspeople to realize new 
designs. “Since I came here I’ve 
been able to have a better 

understanding of our shared  
history and culture‚” he explains  
of his newfound appreciation  
for his roots. “I want to talk about 
those‚ the clash of two different 
worlds‚ the old and new world‚  
the mix of cosmology and  
religion‚ and European and indig-
enous people.”

HIS PERFECT DAY IN OAXACA... 
For a morning coffee with an 
added buzz‚ Reyes heads to The 
Zócalo—the historic center of  
the city—where classic bars and 
cafes line the main square.  
His preferred perch is under the 
arches of Café Bar del Jardín‚ on 

Oaxaca‚ Mexico

SCORPION 
NECKLACE

Mexican artist Francisco 
Toledo (known to 
Oaxacans as El Maestro) 
donated the design of 
his handmade Scorpion 
Necklace‚ created from 
old X-ray slides‚ to local 
craftspeople so they 
can profit from produc-
ing it themselves.

DIEGO VIDES 
BORRELL 
GLASSWARE

Oaxaca glass designer 
and artist Diego Vides 
Borrell brings a decid-
edly modern take to 
Mexican glass with his 
collection of jars and 
carafes. The exuberant‚ 
unexpected colors  
and engaging shapes  
of his hand-blown 
works evoke the spirited 
attitude of the city.

SAN MATEO 
MIXTEPEC COMALS

Essential to traditional 
Mexican food culture‚ 
comals are griddle- 
like pans used to cook 
tortillas. These clay ver-
sions are adorned with 
intentional burn spots  
as a means of “illustrat-
ing” the tortillas. You  
can find them in many 
sizes at the Abastos 
market in Oaxaca. 

the plaza’s southwest corner‚ 
where he says you can see every-
one “from marimba musicians  
and artisans from different parts 
of Oaxaca to people protesting.” 
Come lunchtime‚ Reyes also favors 
an old-time classic‚ Marisquería 
Playa del Carmen, which serves up 
particularly flavorful versions  
of typical Oaxacan seafood. For 
design inspiration on the way  
to the restaurant‚ he recommends 
stopping by La Tiendita del Barro 
by design firm Colectivo 1050º‚ 
which works with local artisans 
using pottery techniques distinct 
to the region. 

Javier Reyes, founder of rrres studio, works with local artisans to  
create products with a modern sensibility using traditional techniques.

CONTEMPORARY 
OAXACA CRAFT

DESIGN DESTINATIONS
PHOTO BY | @LINDSAYLAUCKNER
LINDSAY LAUCKNER
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Following a decade of rapid eco-
nomic growth in South Korea‚ 
things are finally starting to slow 
down. According to Jinhee Park‚ 
cofounder of the Seoul- and 
NYC-based architecture studio 
SsD‚ this has led to more time  
for creativity—particularly for the 
city’s younger residents.
 “People are getting more and 
more into design‚ and younger 
generations don’t feel like they 
have to get married and have 
children‚ so they have a certain 
freedom‚” says Park. 
 SsD has played a big part in 
the city’s flourishing design 

world‚ most notably with its 
Songpa Micro-Housing‚ an 
apartment complex that offers  
a new typology for dense  
urban living by blending public 
and private space. “Society is 
changing really fast‚” Park says. 
“Korea is small‚ so we are very 
good at adapting and developing 
things in a short time.”

HER PERFECT DAY IN SEOUL... 
Coffee is a serious business for 
the younger denizens of Seoul‚ 
where‚ Park says‚ “There seems 
to be a new coffee house every 
two doors.” But she pinpoints 
the Japanese-influenced 

Seoul, South Korea

FRAGMENT CHAIR

Injecting new value 
into wasted marble‚ 
FICT Studio worked 
with South Korean 
brand Total Marble to 
repurpose damaged 
stone. By combining 
the waste with resin‚ 
they resurrect the 
material into a variety 
of household items‚ 
including a chair‚ stool‚ 
side table‚ and tray. 

SENSORIAL STIMULI 
TABLEWARE

The flavors of Korean 
food are distinct 
enough to pique the 
palate on their own‚ 
but designer Jin-hyun 
Jeon’s tableware takes 
culinary awareness a 
step further. Exploring 
the idea that “taste” 
can extend to more 
than one of the five 
senses‚ the cutlery has 
ripples and bumps that 
stimulate the mouth 
while you’re eating. 

SOBAN

Most Korean households 
own at least one soban— 
a small‚ tray-like table 
with uses ranging from 
dining table to writing 
desk to altar. They  
are depicted in ancient 
murals‚ yet contemporary 
designers haven’t tired  
of reinterpreting this   
classic—Park herself  
is working on one made 
entirely of rice paper.

Kyungsung Square as one of  
the best for coffee‚ tea‚ and  
ambience. For a midday meal‚ 
Park’s go-to is St. Lukemari‚  
a farm-to-table cafe that’s part  
of the Zen-like space Moss 
Garden by StudioVASE, which 
also features a florist‚ gallery‚ and 
market. Next‚ she recommends 
stocking up on stationery and 
other desktop design objects at 
Millimeter Milligram in Hannam-
dong. And finally‚ head an hour’s 
drive northwest to the Heyri  
Art Valley, home to one of SsD’s 
best-known projects‚ the  
White Block Art Center’s gallery.

The cofounder of architecture studio SsD, Jinhee Park sees  
a new generation of designers emerging in Seoul.

AT HOME IN 
SEOUL

DESIGN DESTINATIONS
PHOTO BY | @PYOKISIK
PYO KISIK
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TRAVEL ESSENTIALS
PHOTOS BY | @PIPPA_DRUMMOND
PIPPA DRUMMOND

5  “BEOPLAY A1” SPEAKER, Bang & Olufsen 

6  “OFF GRID” SANDAL, Isleñas 

7   “HYBRID” CABIN SUITCASE, Rimowa

8  WASHABLE SILK SLEEP MASK, Lunya

1  “POWERBEATS PRO” EARPHONES, Beats by Dre

2 SELF-CLEANING BOTTLE, Larq

3   “CIRRUS NO. 2” STEAMER, Steamery

4  DOPP KIT, Baggu

1

5

2

6

3

7

4

8
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Since she moved to the city’s 
old town in the pre-gentrification 
1990s‚ Italian-born architect 
Benedetta Tagliabue of EMBT 
has watched Barcelona’s design 
community navigate between 
respecting tradition and forging 
a new path. “What I like about 
Barcelona is that it created itself 
through its capacity for design 
and architecture‚” she says. “And 
I feel like it’s the same now as  
it has been for centuries, even if 
the shapes have changed and 
the style is more contemporary. 
There’s a consciousness about 
doing things that are simple‚ 

made with real materials‚ and 
very well built.” 
 Case in point: her studio’s  
latest project‚ Kálida Sant Pau 
Centre‚ a sensory “refuge” for 
cancer patients being treated  
in the adjoining hospital. “It’s 
where they can take a moment 
to themselves to breathe‚” 
Tagliabue says. “It’s an escape 
from the hospital to a secret 
place that’s full of beauty.”

HER PERFECT DAY IN 
BARCELONA... Tagliabue’s favor- 
ite place to start her day is  
at the minimalist‚ sundrenched 
Federal cafe‚ just next door  

Barcelona, Spain

DOME LAMP

The sculptural works  
of Barcelona lighting 
brand Bover are all 
produced in the city. 
The Dome Lamp‚ 
designed in collabora-
tion with Tagliabue  
and made from 170 
components‚ explores 
how light and shadow 
can bring artistic 
drama to architecture.

PATRICIA URQUIOLA 
CARPETS

Spanish designer 
Patricia Urquiola is 
known for her cheerful 
carpet designs‚ and 
she imbued that same 
energy into the interior 
design for the Kálida 
Sant Pau Centre. 
Patterned sofas and 
carpets combine  
with warm wood tones‚ 
ceramics‚ and streams 
of natural light to  
create a soothing yet 
uplifting space. 

CESTA TABLE  
LAMP 

Pioneering industrial 
designer and proud 
Catalan Miguel Milá 
designed this lamp‚  
which can be placed 
on a table or floor‚  
in 1962 for Barcelona-
based Santa & Cole. 
The cherry wood is 
curved by hand with a 
steaming technique.

to the EMBT office. For lunch‚  
she recommends Italian restau-
rant Cecconi’s‚ which she  
proclaims “has the best burrata  
in the world.” For both local  
and international design‚ Tagliabue 
suggests perusing the goods  
at Samtida‚ in the city’s gothic 
quarter. Continue your cultural 
jaunt at Galeria Carles Taché‚ 
tucked away near Plaça 
d’Espanya. “At first it feels like 
you’re entering the interior of  
a private house‚” she says. “And 
then you find that you’re in  
one of the most beautiful galler-
ies in Barcelona.”

Architect Benedetta Tagliabue has been a force in Barcelona’s  
design scene for decades and has watched the city evolve.

BARCELONA 
STYLE

DESIGN DESTINATIONS
PHOTO BY | @GREGORI_CIVERA
GREGORI CIVERA
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Ravi Naidoo‚ founder of Interactive 
Africa and the creative confer-
ence Design Indaba‚ attributes 
Cape Town’s flourishing design 
scene to one thing: confidence. 
“Cape Town has a design sector 
that is coming of age and has  
the confidence to be able to mine 
its own stories‚ its own heritage‚ 
its own unique point of view‚  
and present that to the world‚”  
he says.
 Naidoo has long championed 
emerging designers in Cape 
Town‚ many of whom have shot  
to international acclaim after 
debuting at Design Indaba. But 

one of his proudest moments?  
A recent collaboration with Craig 
Dykers‚ cofounder of Norwegian 
architecture firm Snøhetta‚ and 
Thomas Chapman‚ founder of 
Johannesburg urban design firm 
Local Studio‚ to create the Arch 
for Arch monument—a tribute to 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

HIS PERFECT DAY IN CAPE 
TOWN... For the best coffee‚ 
Naidoo narrows it down to two 
places—the industrial Loading  
Bay and the red-bricked Origin 
Coffee Roasting, which are  
both in the De Waterkant neigh-
borhood. Food-wise he admits  

Cape Town, South Africa

to being an acolyte of the city’s 
current wave of wellness- 
focused restaurants‚ including 
Raw and Roxy and Nourish’d  
Café & Juicery. When it comes  
to cultural institutions‚ Naidoo’s 
picks are the Heatherwick 
Studio–designed Zeitz MOCAA 
and the South African National 
Art Gallery. “We live in a country 
where there is such a gulf 
between the rich and the poor — 
the tragedy of this is that a lot  
of the art is privatized and sits in 
private hands‚” he says. “I really 
think it’s important that the public 
galleries are supported.” 

Design Indaba impresario Ravi Naidoo launches Cape Town’s  
emerging talent onto the international stage.

CAPE TOWN 
CREATIVE

DESIGN DESTINATIONS
PHOTO BY | @JONATHAN_KOPE
JONATHAN KOPE

ATANG TSHIKARE 
SCULPTURE

Artist Atang Tshikare 
describes his philoso-
phy as building “an 
Afrofuturistic identity.” 
Using patterns and line 
drawings on various 
media —including 
paper‚ ceramic‚ bronze‚ 
fabric‚ soil, and wood— 
Tshikare injects a  
contemporary edge 
into a South African 
creative lineage.

ANDILE DYALVANE 
CERAMICS

Andile Dyalvane’s studio 
crafts functional pieces 
that are at once elegant 
and earthy. For last 
year’s 100% Design 
South Africa exhibition—
where he was Featured 
Designer of the Year—
Dyalvane made a series 
of 100 bowls from  
clay that pay homage to 
the four elements of 
earth‚ water‚ fire, and air.

SINDISO KHUMALO 
TEXTILES

Sustainable-textile 
designer Sindiso 
Khumalo uses her work 
to convey elements of 
African storytelling.  
The handmade prints—
which she creates using 
watercolors and  
collage—draw upon her 
Zulu and Ndebele roots.
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